


THATCHERISM 

Edited and with an Introduction by 

ROBERT SKIDELSKY 

Chatto & Windus 
L O N D O N 



Contents 

Acknowledgements ix 
Introduction i 

I I V O R C R E W E 2.5 

Has the Electorate become Thatcherite? 
Z A N T H O N Y K I N G 5 1 

Margaret Thatcher as a Political Leader 
3 D A V I D B U T L E R 6 5 

The 1987 General Election in Historical Perspective 
4 B E N P I M l o t t 7 9 

The Future of the Left 
5 P A T R I C K M I N F O R D 9 3 

Mrs Thatcher's Economic Reform Programme 
6 F R A N K H A H N 1 0 7 

On Market Economies 
7 K E N N E T H M I N O G U E 1 2 5 

The Emergence of the New Right 
8 B R I A N B A R R Y 1 4 3 

The Continuing Relevance of Socialism 
9 D A V I D M A R Q U A N D 1 5 9 

The Paradoxes of Thatcherism 
1 0 A . H . H A L S E Y 1 7 3 

A Sociologist's View of Thatcherism 
1 1 R A L F D A H R E N D O R F 1 9 1 

Changing Social Values under Mrs Thatcher 

References 203 
List of Contributors 209 
Index 211 



Acknowledgements 

This book is based on a series of public lectures delivered at the 
University of Warwick between January and March 1988, and is a 
collaborative endeavour. My thanks go to all those who helped make 
it possible: first and foremost my colleagues in the Department of 
International Studies at Warwick who strongly supported the idea 
that the Department should sponsor a series of lectures on Thatcher-
ism, and the Departmental Secretary, Mrs Joy Gardner, who handled 
the correspondence and administration of the project with her usual 
tact and sympathy. The Departments of Economics and Politics 
provided co-sponsorship and, together with the University, the 
additional finance without which it would have been impossible to 
proceed. 1 would like to thank them, and also the Birmingham Post 
which, in the person of Tom Quirke, upheld its fine record of serious 
journalism by following the series with close attention and printing 
large extracts from the lectures on its leader page. I must thank the 
contributors for coming; their audiences of faculty and students for 
responding to them so appreciatively and questioning them so 
pertinently; the University's Audio-Visual Centre for recording the 
lectures; and Mrs Dorothy Foster of the Politics Department for 
transcribing them. Finally, I am grateful to my publishers for getting 
the presses rolling so promptly. Nothing dates so soon as assessments 
of yesterday's political events; the Thatcherism here analysed is 
today's, and tomorrow's, news. 

R O B E R T S K I D E L S K Y 


